Reversal of airflow obstruction and improvement in cystic lesions with treatment of HIV associated PCP.
A 54-year-old Japanese male smoker in whom lung function had been normal developed airflow obstruction coincident with the development of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-associated Peumocystis carinii pneumonia (PCP). Chest high resolution computed tomography (HRCT) revealed cystic lesions involving the upper lung fields. Both cystic lesions and airflow obstruction improved simultaneously with treatment of PCP and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). Bronchiolar PCP lesions creating a check-valve mechanism may explain these reversible changes.